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TAGS: PFOR, VT 

SUBJECT: BRIEFING MEMO FOR YOUR MEETING WITH ARCHBISHOP 
CASAROLI. JANUARY 27, 9:00 A.M. 

1 . FOLLOWING IS BRIEFING MEMO PREPARED FOR CASAROLI'S 
MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY AND OTHER DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS 
JANUARY 26-27. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

ARCHBISHOP CASAROLI IS VISITING THE UNITED STATES IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE UN DAY OF PEACE CEREMONIES BEING HELD 
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IN NEW YORK. IN ADDITION TO YOURSELF, HE PLANS TO MEET 
WITH MATT NIMETZ AND ME. GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY IS HOSTING 
A DINNER IN HIS HONOR AND ON JANUARY 27 HE WILL SEE 
HENRY KISSINGER. 

KEY ISSUES 
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1. MIDDLE EAST 

POPE PAUL HAS PUBLICLY ENDORSED PRESIDENT SADAT'S INITIATIVE 
AND IS GENERALLY SUPPORTIVE OF US PEACE EFFORTS. SEEING ITS 
ROLE AS REPRESENTING CHRISTIAN INTERESTS IN A SETTLEMENT OF 

THE JERUSALEM QUESTION, THE VATICAN HAS PROPOSED A "SPECIAL 
STATUTE" PROVIDING FOR INTERNATIONAL GUARANTEES FOR THE 
HOLY PLACES AND THEREBY LIMITING ISRAELI/ARAB CONTROL OF 
THEM. SO FAR NEITHER THE ISRAELIS NOR THE ARABS HAVE 
ACCEPTED THE VATICAN PROPOSAL. 

YOUR TALKING POINTS 

- EXPRESS APPRECIATION FOR VATICAN SUPPORT FOR SADAT’S 
INITIATIVE. 

- BRIEF CASAROLI ON LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST, ESPECIALLY ANY FORWARD MOVEMENT ON THE ISSUE OF 
JERUSALEM. 

- ASK FOR DETAILS OF VATICAN PROPOSAL FOR A "SPECIAL 
STATUTE" ON JERUSALEM. 

2. ITALIAN COMMUNISM 
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THE VATICAN HAS BEEN INCREASINGLY WORRIED BY THE GROWING 
ROLE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT BUT 
HAS BEEN RELUCTANT TO SPEAK OUT STRONGLY AND SO FAR HAS 
LIMITED ITSELF TO RECALLING THE "IRRECONCILABILITY" OF 
CHRISTIANITY AND MARXISM. IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT 
CASAROLI. PERHAPS BECAUSE OF INTENSE ACTIVITIES IN 
SEARCHING FOR GREATER LIBERALIZATION TOWARD THE CHURCH 
IN EASTERN EUROPE, IS REGARDED BY MANY AS AN OPPONENT 
WITHIN THE VATICAN OF A HARDER LINE ON THE PCI. 

YOUR TALKING POINTS 

- OUR JANUARY 12 STATEMENT ON ITALY WAS INTENDED TO MAKE 
CLEAR OUR POSITION ON COMMUNIST PARTIES IN WESTERN EUROPE, 
ESPECIALLY ITALY. WE HAVE NO INTENTION OF INTERFERING 

IN ITALIAN POLITICS. AT THE SAME TIME WE HAVE A RIGHT TO 
OUR DOUBTS ABOUT THE COMMUNISTS. 

- THE COMMUNISTS WANT POWER IN A WEST EUROPEAN CONTEXT. 
THEY HAVE MADE MANY ADJUSTMENTS ALREADY TO GET IT AND WILL 
MAKE MORE. WE RELIEVE THAT OUR RESISTANCE IS A FACTOR IN 
INDUCING THEM TO MAKE CHANGES LEADING ULTIMATELY TOWARD A 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CLARIFICATION OF THEIR NATURE AND INTENTIONS. 

- WE GREATLY APPRECIATE THE POSITIVE ROLE THE CHURCH HAS 
PLAYED VIS-A-VIS THE COMMUNIST PROBLEM IN ITALY. 

3. EASTERN EUROPE 

THE HOLY SEE HAS HAD CONSIDERABLE SUCCESS IN OBTAINING 
ADDITIONAL BREATHING SPACE FOR THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
POLAND AND HUNGARY, AS SYMBOLIZED BY THE POPE'S RECENT 
PRIVATE AUDIENCES WITH GIEREK AND KADAR. THE VATICAN MAY 
BE PLANNING ADDITIONAL BREAKTHROUGHS IN RELATIONS WITH 
POLAND AND HUNGARY, INCLUDING ESTABLISHING FORMAL DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS. A NUMBER OF OBSTACLES STILL STAND IN THE WAY 
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OF BETTER RELATIONS WITH EAST GERMANY AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 

THE VATICAN HAS NO SPECIAL PROBLEMS WITH BULGARIA, WHILE 
IN ROMANIA IT HOPES TO RESOLVE MOST OF THE EXISTING 
CHURCH/STATE ISSUES. 

YOUR TALKING POINTS 

- WE HAVE GREAT RESPECT FOR THE POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE 
ROLE THE CHURCH IS PLAYING IN EASTERN EUROPE. THE CHURCH 
HAS GREATLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF GREATER 
FREEDOM AND HUMAN DIGNITY IN THE WARSAW PACT NATIONS. 

- WE APPRECIATE THE CONSTRUCTIVE AND FRANK DIALOGUE WE 
HAD WITH YOU DURING THE PAST YEAR IN CONNECTION WITH OUR 
DECISION TO RETURN THE CROWN OF ST. STEPHEN TO THE 
HUNGARIAN PEOPLE. 

4. HUMAN RIGHTS 

THE VATICAN HAS STRONGLY SUPPORTED US HUMAN RIGHTS 
POLICIES. HOWEVER, THE VATICAN PERCEIVES DIFFERENT ROLES 
FOR THE UNITED STATES - WHICH CASAROLI BELIEVES SHOULD 
TAKE THE LEAD - AND THE VATICAN, WHICH IS CONSCIOUS OF 
THE POTENTIAL FOR PUTTING BELIEVERS IN JEOPARDY VIS-A-VIS 
REPRESSIVE GOVERNMENTS. CASAROLI MAY HAVE THOUGHTS ON 
HOW VATICAN INITIATIVES AND THOSE OF THE UNITED STATES 
MIGHT COMPLEMENT EACH OTHER. 

YOUR TALKING POINTS 

- WE ARE PLEASED AT VATICAN SUPPORT FOR US HUMAN RIGHTS 
INITIATIVES. THIS SUPPORT HAS POLITICAL MEANING, AS 
SHOWN BY OUR ABILITY TO COORDINATE PRESENTATIONS AT THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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BELGRADE CONFERENCE. 

- WHAT ARE YOUR IDEAS ON PRACTICAL US HUMAN RIGHTS 
INITIATIVES IN EASTERN EUROPE OR THE THIRD WORLD TO 
ENCOURAGE OTHER DEVELOPED STATES. AND ESPECIALLY DEVELOPING 
NATIONS, TO JOIN IN THESE EFFORTS? END TEXT. 
DRAFTED:EUR/WE:JWSWIHART APPROVED: EUR:GVEST 
CLEARANCES: HA:GBRODY; NEA/IALGKULICK; C:IWOLF; EUR/EE: 
CSCHMIDT. VANCE 
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